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Rural  District  Council  of  Gloucester 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  on  the  Hygiene  Conditions 
and  Vital  Statistics  of  the  District  for  the  year  1955. 

It  includes  the  report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  and  is  com- 
piled to  conform  with  Article  6 (3)  and  17  (5)  of  the  Sanitary 
Officers  (Outside  London)  Regulations,  1935,  and  incorporates 
the  requirements  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  Circular,  17/55  dated 
23rd  November,  1955. 

In  accordance  with  the  above  circular  the  distribution  is  a 
wide  one  and  includes  : 

The  Ministry  of  Health. 

The  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

The  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food. 

The  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government. 

The  Ministry  of  Labour  and  National  Service. 

The  main  activities  of  the  Council  are  in  connection  with 
housing,  water  supplies,  sewerage  and  refuse  collection,  and  my 
thanks  are  due  to  the  Surveyor  for  his  report  on  refuse  collection 
and  the  Council's  main  sewage  disposal  plants.  It  will  be  seen 
that  these  activities  are  all  in  connection  with  improving  Public 
Health  conditions  under  which  the  population  lives  and  much 
has  been  done  during  the  year,  especially  with  regard  to  housing. 
There  may  be  some  slowing  up  in  the  Council’s  capital  expenditure 
schemes  for  a time,  owing  to  the  Governments  desire  to  economise, 
so  it  is  fortunate  that  so  much  has  been  done  by  the  Council  in 
the  last  few  years. 
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With  regard  to  the  more  medical  aspects  of  the  report,  it  will 
be  seen  that  both  the  birth  and  infantile  mortality  rates  are  rather 
better  than  those  for  England  and  Wales.  The  death  rate  is  a 
good  deal  higher  but  this  is  attributable  to  the  fact  that  there  are 
a number  of  old  people’s  hostels  and  residential  institutions  in  the 
District. 

There  was  a good  deal  of  infectious  disease  during  the  year 
but  it  was  almost  entirely  due  to  the  common  infectious  diseases 
of  childhood  which  are  practically  inevitable. 

The  tables  for  tuberculosis  are  of  interest,  especially  perhaps 
Table  23  which  besides  giving  various  rates  for  tuberculosis,  shew 
the  steady  increase  in  the  population  since  1937. 

Since  the  re-opening  of  private  slaughterhouses  in  1954  meat 
inspection  has  perhaps  become  one  of  the  largest  single  items  in  the 
Department’s  work,  as  will  be  seen  from  Table  15. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Council  and  the 
Chairman  and  members  of  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Com- 
mittee for  the  considerate  and  helpful  way  in  which  they  deal  with 
recommendations  from  this  Department. 

Finally,  I should  like  to  mention  the  very  excellent  work  of 
the  Sanitary  Inspectors  and  Public  Health  clerk  and  also  the 
co-operation  this  Department  receives  from  the  other  Council 
Officials. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

MAURICE  L.  SUTCLIFFE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


May,  1956. 


Public  Health  Staff. 


M.  L.  Sutcliffe,  t.d.,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p.,  d.p.h.,  d.p.m.,  Medical 
Officer  of  Health.  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  Tewkesbury 
Borough,  Gloucester  Rural  and  Newent  Rural  Joint  M.O.H., 
Committee,  and  County  Divisional  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  No.  5 Division  (Gloucester  Area  Health  Sub-Committee). 

S.  W.  D.  Harris,  c.r.s.i.,  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Inspector 
of  Meat  and  other  Foods. 

G.  G.  Viggers,  c.r.s.i.,  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Inspector  ot  Meat 
and  other  Foods. 

P.  M.  Jones,  c.r.s.i.,  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Inspector  of  Meat 
and  other  Foods. 

L.  S.  Scourfield,  m.r.s.h.  , m.s.i.a.,  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
Inspector  of  Meat  and  other  Foods.  (Appointed  1st  February, 
1956). 

F.  E.  Webb,  Clerk. 
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Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  District. 

Area  (in  acres)  : 70,852. 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  estimated  Home  Population  mid 
1955)  : 40,490.  (This  figure  includes  members  of  the  Armed 
Forces  stationed  in  the  District). 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (December  31st,  1955),  according  to 
rate  books  : 10,509. 

Rateable  Value  (December  31st,  1955)  : £245,751. 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  (March,  1955)  : £943  3s.  3d. 
General  Rate  1955-6  : 20/6.  (County  Precept  17/6). 


Industry  in  the  District. 

There  has  been  no  change  during  the  year  and  the  main 
employers  of  labour  are  the  aircraft,  agricultural  and  building 
industries.  Unemployment  remains  very  low. 


Adoptive  Legislation  in  force  in  the  District. 

Public  Health  Act  1925  (part  ii,  Sections  13,  14,  26  and  29). 

1.  Building  Byelaws.  Public  Health  Act,  1936  (adopted 
31st  July,  1953). 

2.  Streets  (adopted  1st  April,  1937). 

3.  Tents,  Vans  and  similar  structures  (adopted  1st  September, 
1938). 

4.  Handling,  Wrapping  and  Delivery  of  Food  and  Sale  of 
Food  in  Open  Air  (adopted  28th  August,  1950). 

5.  Street  Lighting,  Gloucester  Rural  District  (Urban  Powers) 
Order,  1955,  Section  161  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875 
(which  empowers  an  Urban  Authority  to  provide  for  the 
lighting  of  their  district).  (Adopted  17th  January,  1955 
in  respect  of  the  Parish  of  Upton  St.  Leonards). 


Vital  Statistics. 

These  statistics  give  particulars  as  to  the  births  and  deaths  in 
the  District,  together  with  certain  rates  which  are  compared,  where 
possible,  with  those  for  England  and  Wales. 
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A detailed  list  of  the  causes  of  death  will  be  found  in  Table  27. 


Table  1.  Infantile  Births  and  Deaths. 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Combined 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Live  Births 

294 

275 

569 

20 

14 

34 

603 

Still  Births 

10 

3 

13 

1 

— 

1 

14 

INFANT 

Deaths 

(a)  0-4  weeks 

7 

2 

9 

2 

— 

2 

11 

(b)  4 wks.-l  yr. 

3 

— 

3 

— 

■ — - 

— - 

3 

Table  2. 

Deaths. 

Total 

Deaths 

Male 

Female 

Total 

295 

327 

622 

Table  3. 

Birth  and  Death  Rates. 

Gloucester 

England 

Rural 

and 

District 

Wales 

Crude  live  birth  rate  per  1,000  population  . . 

14-9 

\ ps-0 

*Corrected  live  birth  rate  per  1,000  population 

15-9 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  total  births 

22-6 

23-1 

Crude  death  rate  per  1,000  population 

15-3 

l 11-7 

*Corrected  death  rate  per  1,000  population  . . 

15-6 

/ 

Death  rate  of  infants  under  1 year  per  1,000 

live  births 

23-2 

24-9 

Death  rate  of  legitimate  infants  per  1,000 

legitimate  live  births 

21 T 

] 

Death  rate  of  illegitimate  infants  per  1,000 

V Not 

illegitimate  live  births 

58-8 

available 

Death  rate  from  Puerperal  Causes  per  1,000 

total  births 

1 6 

0-64 

*NOTE. — The  Corrected  Birth  and  Death  Rates  are  obtained  by  multiplying 
the  Crude  Rates  by  the  factors  1 -07  and  1 -02  respectively.  These  factors 
are  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General  and  serve  to  make  the  Crude  Rates 
for  the  District  comparable  with  the  Rates  for  the  country  as  a whole. 
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GENERAL  PROVISION 

OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  DISTRICT. 


Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  examination  of  pathological  specimens,  and  the  analyses 
of  milk  and  ice  cream  samples,  etc.,  are  carried  out  at  the  laboratory 
of  the  Gloucester  Royal  Hospital,  under  the  Medical  Research 
Council  scheme.  (There  is  no  charge  for  this  work). 

Water  and  sewage  analyses,  taken  by  this  Department,  are 
carried  out  by  the  Council's  Analysts,  Messrs.  Ellis  & Turner, 
Public  Analysts,  Gloucester. 


Hospitals. 

The  Council  have  no  responsibility  for  arranging  hospital 
treatment,  except  with  regard  to  old  people  in  need  of  care  and 
attention  and  dealt  with  under  the  National  Assistance  Acts. 

Infectious  disease  cases  are  admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital 
at  Over,  which  is  administered  by  the  Gloucester,  Stroud  and  Forest 
Management  Committee. 

Child  Welfare  Centres. 

These  Centres  are  under  the  general  administration  of  the 
Area  Health  Sub-Committee  of  the  County  Council,  but  as  this 
Committee  is  composed  of  members  of  this  Council  together  with 
members  of  Tewkesbury  Borough  and  Newent  Rural  District 
Council,  it  is  felt  that  the  following  particulars  are  of  interest. 

The  valuable  work  done  at  these  Centres  which  cover  the 
whole  district  is  shown  in  Table  4 which  is  compiled  from  attend- 
ance figures  submitted  to  the  Divisional  Health  Office.  Very  many 
thanks  are  due  to  the  Voluntary  Committees  and  helpers,  and  they 
can  certainly  derive  great  satisfaction  from  the  results  of  their 
labours. 
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Table  4. 


Centre 

No.  of 
sessions 
in  1955 

No.  of  first 
attendances 

Total  No.  of 

attendances 

Under  1 

Over  1 

Under  1 

Over  1 

Total 

Ashleworth 

23 

25 

17 

139 

349 

530 

Brockworth 

44 

120 

73 

1133 

1100 

2426 

Churchdown 

51 

101 

32 

716 

346 

1195 

Eastington 

24 

8 

2 

123 

279 

412 

Frampton 

12 

20 

2 

111 

134 

267 

Hucclecote 

24 

47 

7 

401 

381 

836 

Longlevens 

27 

72 

6 

475 

333 

886 

Minsterworth 

12 

11 

5 

133 

226 

375 

Norton 

23 

24 

7 

217 

361 

609 

Quedgeley 

24 

59 

11 

295 

324 

689 

Upton  St.  Leonards 

12 

27 

16 

86 

137 

266 

Total 

276 

514 

178 

3829 

3970 

8491 

Home  Help  Service. 

This  service  is  administered  by  the  Area  Health  Sub-Committee 
of  the  County  Council. 

The  following  types  of  cases  are  assisted  and  the  figures  on 
31st  December,  1955,  were  : — 


Maternity  cases 
General  sickness 
Tuberculosis 
Chronic  sick  or  old  age 


9 

15 

6 

57 


Total 


87 


This  total  of  87  compares  with  a total  of  78  in  December,  1954. 
The  scheme  is  very  popular  and  it  undoubtedly  means  that  many 
of  the  cases  cared  for  are  able  to  remain  in  their  own  homes  instead 
of  having  to  be  sent  to  hospitals  or  institutions.  This  applies  specially 
to  cases  of  chronic  sickness  and  old  age. 

There  were,  on  31st  December  1955,  60  home  helps  in  the 
District  of  which  56  were  part-time  and  4 on  a regular  wage. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948 
National  Assistance  (Amendment)  Act,  1951. 

These  Acts  authorise  the  Council  and  their  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  to  arrange  for  the  compulsory  removal  of  aged  and  sick 
persons  living  in  insanitary  conditions  to  a hospital  or  residential 
institution. 


7 


One  or  two  cases  of  this  type  occurred,  but  in  the  end  voluntary 
removal  was  agreed  to,  as  a result  of  persuasion  by  this  Department 
and  the  County  Welfare  Officer.  The  old  people  concerned,  seem 
to  settle  down  very  happily  in  the  County  Residential  Homes, 
which  is  a credit  to  the  way  in  which  they  are  run. 

Old  People’s  Clubs. 

There  are  three  clubs  in  the  District  for  old  people  at  Church- 
down,  Longlevens  and  Newnham-on-Severn. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  IN  THE  DISTRICT. 

Water  Supplies. 

Main  supplies  in  the  District  are  provided  by  three  statutory 
water  undertakings,  e.g.,  Gloucester  Corporation,  Cheltenham 
Corporation  and  Stroud  District  Water  Board,  and  they  supervise 
the  purity  and  adequacy  of  their  supplies. 

In  addition  there  are  three  smaller  undertakings,  Gloucester- 
shire County  Council,  Frocester  estate  and  Haresfield  estate  which 
provide  certain  of  their  own  properties  with  piped  water  from 
storage  reservoirs  served  by  hillside  springs. 

The  number  of  houses  supplied  by  these  undertakings  is  shewn 
in  Table  5. 

In  the  last  ten  years  from  1946  to  1955,  91 J miles  of  new  mains 
have  been  laid  in  the  District.  In  1946  only  twenty-nine  parishes 
and  55  per  cent,  of  houses  in  the  District  had  main  supplies  com- 
pared with  all  the  thirty-seven  parishes  and  84  per  cent,  of  houses 
in  1955. 

These  figures  shew  exceedingly  satisfactory  progress,  and 
are  then  not  the  whole  picture  ; because  in  addition  many  farms 
have  been  provided  with  adequate  supplies  of  water,  which  is  so 
essential  in  the  production  of  clean  milk,  stock  raising,  etc. 

In  addition  to  private  houses  and  farms,  main  supplies  are 
also  available  for  the  hospitals,  Royal  Air  Force  Stations,  hostels, 
residential  schools,  and  ex-service  camps  in  the  District. 
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Extensions  of  Mains  during  1955 


Gloucester  Corporation 
New  Mains  Laid  : 


Churchdown 

Frampton-on-Severn 

Hucclecote 

Longlevens  . . 

Quedgeley 

121  yards. 

. 494  „ 

. 2967  „ 

. 1220  „ 

. 467  „ 

Total  miles 

3 

New  Mains  Authorised  but  not  yet  laid  : 


Ashleworth  & Hasheld 

2670  yards. 

N ewnham-on-Severn 
Westbury-on-Severn 

Upton  St.  Leonards 

950  ,, 

. . 4755  „ 

. . 767  „ 

Total  miles 

Cheltenham  Corporation  : 

5,1/5 

New  Mains  Laid — Nil. 

New  Mains  authorised  but  not  yet  laid  : 


Tirley 

770  yards. 

Stroud  Water  Board  : 

No  new  mains  were  laid  or  authorised  during  the  year. 
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Main  Water  Supplies  in  the  District  showing  the  Number  of  Houses 
Table  5.  and  Population  served. 


Parish 

Main  Water 
Supply 

Main 

Supply 

in 

House 

Pop. 

Stand 

Pipes 

Main 

No.  of 
Houses 

Pop. 

Arlingham 

Glos.  Corporation 

66 

254 

1 

6 

23 

Ashleworth 

y y 

44 

170 

■ — 

— 

— 

Barnwood 

y y 

287 

1105 

■ — ■ 

• — - 

— 

Brockworth 

y y 

1215 

4678 

2 

11 

42 

Brookthorpe 

y y 

77 

297 

1 

12 

46 

Chaceley 

Chelt.  Corporation 

11 

42 

— 

— 

— 

Churchdown 

Glos.  Corporation 

1492 

5744 

— 

■ — 

— 

Down  Hatherley 

y y 

6 

23 

■ — 

— 

— 

Chelt.  Corporation 

81 

312 

— 

— 

- — - 

Eastington 

Stroud  Dist.  W.B. 

383 

1475 

- — - 

— 

— - 

Elmore 

Glos.  Corporation 

54 

208 

• — - 

— 

— 

Forthampton 

Chelt.  Corporation 

47 

181 

— - 

— 

— - 

Erampton 

Fretherne-with- 

Glos.  Corporation 

165 

635 

3 

21 

81 

Saul 

y y 

148 

570 

- — - 

— 

Frocester 

Stroud  Dist.  W.B. 

8 

31 

— 

' 

— 

Private  Estate 

46 

177 

- — 

— 

Hardwicke 

Glos.  Corporation 

186 

716 

1 

14 

54 

Harescombe 

} y 

18 

69 

■ — 

— 

• — - 

Stroud  Dist.  W.B. 

— 

- — - 

— 

— 

— • 

Haresfield 

Glos.  Corporation 

29 

112 

— 

— 

■ — - 

Hasfield 

Chelt.  Corporation 

18 

69 

— • 

— 

- — - 

Glos.  Corporation 

2 

8 

• — 

- — 

— 

Hempsted 

y y 

139 

535 

■ — - 

- — - 

— 

Highnam 

y y 

117 

451 

— 

— 

— 

Hucclecote 

y y 

916 

3527 

- — - 

— 

— 

Longford 

y y 

243 

963 

• — 

— 

— 

Longlevens 

y y 

1328 

5113 

— 

- — - 

— 

Longney 

y y 

65 

250 

1 

5 

19 

Maisemore 

y y 

114 

439 

— 

- — 

— 

Minsterworth 

y y 

111 

427 

— 

• — - 

— 

Moreton  Valence 

y y 

66 

254 

1 

3 

12 

Glos.  County  Council 

1 

4 

- — - 

- — - 

— 

Newnham 

Glos.  Corporation 

276 

1063 

1 

8 

31 

Norton 

Chelt.  Corporation 

55 

212 

- — • 

— 

- — - 

Quedgeley 

Glos.  Corporation 

209 

654 

2 

25 

96 

Sandhurst 

y y 

88 

339 

— 

— 

— 

Standish 

y y 

3 

12 

— 

— 

— 

Stroud  Dist.  W.B. 

4 

15 

— 

■ — 

— 

Glos.  County  Council 

70 

270 

1 

1 

4 

Tirley 

Chelt.  Corporation 

50 

193 

• — 

- — 

— 

Glos.  Corporation 

1 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Twigworth 

Upton  St. 

y y 

48 

185 

' *■ 

' 

Leonards 

y y 

167 

643 

2 

16 

62 

Westbury-on- 

Stroud  Dist.  W.B. 

o 

8 

— 

— 

— 

Severn 

Glos.  Corporation 

y y 

169 

651 

■ — 

■ — 

— 

Whitminster 

96 

331 

9 

AJ 

9 

32 

Glos.  Countv  Council 

9 

32 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

8720 

33451 

18 

131 

502 

Wei!  Supplies. 

These  are  of  the  shallow  type  and  very  liable  to  surface 
pollution.  Of  34  samples  analysed,  not  one  was  considered  fit  for 
human  consumption  and  boiling  before  use  is  invariably  recom- 
mended. 


Water  Shortage. 

A few  complaints  were  received  during  the  year,  and  the 
Council's  water  tank  trailer  was  in  constant  use  for  about  3 months. 


SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  AND  REFUSE  COLLECTION. 

Report  by  the  Surveyor  : — 

(1 ) Sewerage. 

The  steady  increase  of  population,  referred  to  in  my  last  report, 
continues  and  is  having  a very  pronounced  adverse  affect  on  the 
Longford  Sewage  Purification  Works.  The  following  figures 
illustrate  the  degree  to  which  the  works  have  become  overloaded 
during  the  year  in  question. 

Main  Flow  (Total  quantity  of  sewage  received  for  treatment) 

503.444.000  gallons — 61.8%  increase  over  the  previous  year. 

Treated  Flow  (Quantity  of  sewage  receiving  complete  treatment) 

393.403.000  gallons — 30%  increase  over  the  previous  year. 

In  spite  of  a comparatively  dry  summer  the  figure  relating  to 
storm  water  has  increased  very  considerably  and  the  total  average 
overload  for  the  year  has  gone  up  130%.  I need  hardly  point  out 
that  this  has  caused  great  difficulty  in  maintaining  an  effluent 
satisfactory  to  the  Severn  River  Board  and  the  position  is  bound  to 
deteriorate  further  in  the  future.  It  is  hoped  that  the  proposals, 
now  in  hand,  to  extend  the  works  will  soon  be  finalised  and  receive 
the  approval  of  the  Council  and  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government. 

The  numerous  small  treatment  works  in  the  district  continue 
to  give  satisfactory  results.  They  fall  into  two  categories,  i.e., 
those  which  can  be  described  as  comprehensive  plants  comprising 
primary  and  final  settlement  tanks,  filter  units  and  pumping 
machinery  (list  1),  and  plants  of  the  simple  septic  tank  and  hlter 
type  (list  2). 
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List  1. 

Hardwicke. 

Moreton  Valence. 

Frampton-on-Severn. 

Highnam. 


List  2. 

Quedgeley. 

Whitminster. 

Haresfield. 

Brookthorpe. 

Upton  St.  Leonards. 
W estbury-on-Se  vern . 
Sandhurst. 
Forthampton. 

Tirley. 


For  a number  of  years  considerable  trouble  has  been  experienced 
in  controlling  the  flow  of  sewage  from  the  Gloucester  Garden  Village 
Estate,  due  to  the  unsatisfactory  condition  of  the  private  pumping 
station.  This  has  now  been  superseded  by  an  adequate  automatic 
relay  station  which  will  shortly  be  coming  into  full  operation. 
As  soon  as  this  plant  is  working  it  is  quite  certain  there  will  be  no 
further  cause  for  complaint. 

During  the  year  a considerable  amount  of  repair  and  improve- 
ment work  has  been  carried  out  particularly  in  relation  to  some 
of  the  older  sewers  in  the  district.  It  may  be  of  interest  to  report 
one  particular  case,  i.e.,  the  relaying  of  a section  of  sewer  in  the 
main  Hucclecote  Road  near  the  junction  with  Brookfield  Road. 
This  sewer  became  blocked  and  was  found  to  be  seriously  fractured 
over  a considerable  length  and  all  the  evidence  available  points  to 
the  fact  that  the  damage  was  caused  by  a bomb  which  fell  in  the 
vicinity  in  1942. 

There  is  an  obvious  need  for  the  implementation  of  several 
major  sewerage  schemes  now  in  abeyance.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that 
the  more  important  of  these  may  soon  receive  favourable  con- 
sideration by  the  Ministry. 

(2)  Refuse  Collection. 

The  refuse  collection  service  continues  to  operate  satisfactorily 
and  annual  records  show  a considerable  increase  in  the  quantity  of 
waste  disposed  of.  It  has  been  possible  to  obtain  some  extra  labour 
but  this  has  been  more  than  absorbed  in  meeting  the  additional 
demands  of  a steadily  increasing  population.  The  need  for 
expanding  the  service  is  only  too  obvious  and  in  the  near  future 
it  will  be  necessary  to  acquire  at  least  one  new  vehicle.  In  spite 
of  the  slight  improvement  in  recruiting,  the  manpower  problem 
remains  a matter  of  serious  concern  and  at  times  there  is  the  utmost 
difficulty  in  carrying  out  the  Council’s  obligations. 

The  vehicles  have  given  every  satisfaction  during  the  year 
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and  there  have  been  no  serious  breakdowns.  This  not  only  reflects 
credit  on  the  vehicles  but  also  on  the  supervision  of  the  fleet  and 
the  competence  of  the  drivers,  bearing  in  mind  that  most  of  the 
plant  has  been  in  service  since  April  1948. 

Refuse  disposal  has  been  carried  out  as  in  previous  years  on 
tips  at  Frampton  and  Sandhurst,  the  tip  at  Arlingham  being  held 
in  reserve.  There  have  been  one  or  two  outbreaks  of  fire  on  the 
tips  which  have  necessitated  calling  in  the  services  of  the  Fire 
Brigade.  A sufficient  quantity  of  second-hand  hose  has  now  been 
acquired  from  the  Fire  Authorities  to  enable  future  outbreaks 
to  be  dealt  with  by  the  Council's  own  pumps  and  personnel. 

The  salvage  of  waste  paper  continues  to  show  a good  financial 
return  and  this  combined  with  the  sale  of  rags,  metals,  etc.,  repre- 
sents a very  appreciable  revenue. 

H.  F.  FREEMAN,  Surveyor. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage  in  Areas  without  Main  Sewers. 

Far  the  greater  part  of  the  population  is  provided  with  main 
sewerage  but  the  more  rural  areas  are  dependent  on  ‘ conservancy  * 
methods  which  means  that  householders  deal  with  their  own 
sewage,  and  this  is  often  far  from  satisfactory. 

There  are  about  16  miles  of  sewer-ditches,  mostly  in  the 
southern  part  of  the  District  east  of  the  River  Severn.  The  Council 
employ  a full-time  workman  to  keep  these  ditches  as  satisfactorily 
as  possible,  but  unfortunately,  for  several  months  of  the  year, 
no  workman  was  obtainable. 

There  is  an  urgent  need  for  main  sewage  disposal  especially 
in  the  Frampton /Saul  area,  and  a scheme  is  still  under  consideration 
by  the  Ministry. 

I should  like  to  point  out  that  the  Minister  held  a Public 
Enquiry  in  1949  and  then  agreed  to  the  scheme,  but  later  rescinded 
his  agreement. 

The  main  sewerage  scheme  at  Eastington  was  nearing  com- 
pletion at  the  end  of  1955,  and  most  houses  in  the  village  will  have 
main  sewerage  available.  This  is  a matter  for  congratulation 
as  the  scheme  serves  a long  and  much  needed  want. 


Pollution  of  Rivers,  Streams  etc. 

The  River  Severn  Board,  am  Authority  created  under  the 
River  Boards  Act  1948,  is  responsible  for  the  administration  and 
enforcement  of  the  Rivers  Pollution  Prevention  Act  of  1876. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT 


A Summary  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health 
Department  is  tabulated  below  : — 

Table  6. 


No.  of 

Notices 

Defects  remedied 

Inspections 

Served 

after  notice 

Informal 

Formal 

Informal 

Formal 

Dwelling  houses 

471 

38 

5 

31 

3 

Milk  and  Dairies 

72 







Factories  etc. 

266 

4 



4 

Bakehouses 

24 

1 

. 

1 

Food  premises 

469 

11 

— 

10 



Slaughterhouses 

1112 

1 

— 





Water  supplies 

194 

23 

— 

22 



Drainage  and  Sewerage 

206 

17 

— 

15 



Infectious  disease 

Pests 

97 

Disinfecti 

on  carriec 

out  when 

necessary 

Miscellaneous 

244 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Total 

3155 

95 

6 

83 

4 

Shops  Act,  1950. 

This  Council  is  responsible  for  the  provisions  of  the  Act  as 
far  as  it  relates  to  the  general  health  conditions  of  the  shop  workers. 
29  inspections  were  carried  out  during  the  year. 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951. 

There  is  one  shop  dealing  in  cage  birds  which  is  licensed  by  the 
Council  as  conforming  with  the  requirements  of  the  Act. 

Offensive  Trades. 

Under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  (Section  107)  the  only 
designated  offensive  trades  are  two  Knacker’s  Yards  situated 
at  Sandhurst  and  Longlevens.  These  are  on  the  whole  well  kept 
and  19  inspections  were  made.  In  one,  improvements  were  carried 
out  following  requests  by  this  Department. 

A total  of  256  horses  swere  laughtered  and  11  slaughter-men 
have  special  licences  for  this  purpose. 

Petroleum  (Consolidation)  Acts,  1928-1936. 

105  licences  were  issued  during  the  year  for  the  storage  of 
petroleum  spirit,  and  1 for  the  storage  of  Calcium  Carbide. 
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Outworkers. 


Five  notifications  of  out-workers  were  received  and  inspection 
of  the  premises  were  carried  out  with  no  complaints. 

Caravans. 

There  are  the  same  number  of  licenced  sites  (4).  They  are 
satisfactorily  kept  and  usually  have  spare  accommodation.  There 
are  32  individually  licenced  caravans  in  the  District.  With  the 
improvement  in  the  general  housing  position,  the  numbers  of 
better  class  permanent  caravan  dweller  is  likely  to  decrease. 


Ex-Service  Camps  occupied  by  Council  Tenants. 

Table  7. 


Camp 

Parish 

No.  of 
Families 

Brockworth  ... 

Brockworth 

17 

King’s  Orchard 

Churchdown 

7 

Moreton  Valence 

Haresfield 

20 

Total  number  of  families 

44 

In  all  these  camps,  main  water,  sewerage  and  lighting  are 
provided  but  the  huts  themselves  are  getting  worn  out. 

One  camp  at  Upton  St.  Leonards  was  closed  in  1955  and  the 
total  number  of  families  was  reduced  during  the  year  by  29. 

The  peak  number  of  families  was  315  in  1949,  when  there 
were  9 camps. 

Canal  Boats  Acts  and  Regulations  1877-1936. 

The  Gloucester  Port  Health  Authority  is  the  Registration 
Authority  and  carries  out  the  necessary  duties. 

The  Council  contributes  22  per  cent,  of  the  administrative 

cost. 


Smoke  Abatement. 

During  the  year,  a number  of  smoke,  etc.,  complaints  have 
been  received  mainly  from  factories  at  Brockworth  and  Innsworth. 

I reported  last  year  that  the  Brockworth  Engineering  Company 
(now  Armstrong  Siddeley  (Brockworth)  Ltd.),  were  proposing 
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to  instal  a smoke  eliminating  plant.  Various  delays  occurred  ; 
the  work  did  not  start  until  autumn  1955  but  is  now  more  than  half 
completed.  There  is  already  an  improvement  and  completion 
should  reduce  causes  for  complaint  to  a minimum.  It  is  understood 
that  the  cost  of  these  improvements  is  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
£15,000. 

With  regard  to  the  factory  at  Innsworth,  this  Department 
arranged  a conference  in  July  with  the  firm,  at  which  the  Inspector 
of  Alkali,  etc.,  Works  of  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Govern- 
ment was  present  and  gave  his  recommendations.  The  matter 
has  also  been  taken  up  by  the  County  Planning  Department  and 
the  County  Council,  but  up  to  the  end  of  the  year,  one  cannot 
say  that  the  results  are  satisfactory,  although  some  improvements 
have  been  carried  out. 


Swimming  Facilities. 

There  are  no  public  swimming  baths  in  the  District,  but  con- 
siderable use  is  made  of  the  river  Severn,  especially  at  Wainlodes 
Hill  and  Rodley  Sands.  One  cannot  recommend  the  river  for 
bathing  purposes  owing  to  the  impurities  poured  into  it  from 
towns  on  its  banks  above  this  District. 

The  new  sewage  works  at  Tewkesbury  were  practically  com- 
pleted in  1955  so  should  much  reduce  pollution  of  the  River  Severn 
above  Gloucester. 

The  City  of  Gloucester  new  works  are  not  likely  to  be  com- 
pleted for  some  time. 

Disinfestation  (Bed  Bugs,  etc.). 

Infested  houses  are  dealt  with  free  on  request.  Infestation 
is  now  practically  confined  to  the  more  chronic  type  of  case  and 
in  fact,  to  what  one  could  almost  call  ‘ problem  ’ families,  living 
under  unsatisfactory  housing  conditions. 

Formal  action  by  the  Council  (Section  84  Public  Health  Act, 
1936)  wras  taken  in  one  case  with  regard  to  destruction  of  filthy 
and  verminous  articles. 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 

# 

Report  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

The  Council's  rodent  control  scheme  worked  smoothly  during 
the  year.  The  downward  trend  in  the  number  of  treatments  of 
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Council  property  continued  as  further  ex-service  hutments  were 
closed.  It  is  now  possible  to  deal  with  complaints  as  they  arise, 
and  there  is  evidence  that  this  service  is  greatly  appreciated. 

During  the  year  the  following  work  was  carried  out  : — 


Table  8. 

Inspections 

Treatments. 

Private  dwellings 

..  1102 

178 

Council  houses  and  hutments 

98 

23 

Farms 

102 

* 

Business  premises 

60 

16 

Sewers 

71 

11 

Refuse  tips 

31 

10 

Schools 

13 

3 

Total 

. . 1477 

241 

*Carried  out  by  G.A.E.C.  or  private  contractor. 

Details  of  work  carried  out  on  Sewers  and  Refuse  Tips. 

Table  9. 


Sewer 

Action  Taken 

Result 

Barnwood  & Brockworth 

Test  baited  and  treated — 

March  and  September 

Satisfactory 

Trunk  Sewer 

Test  baited — -March  and  Sept. 

Clear 

Longlevens,  Longford  & 
Churchdown 

Test  baited — March  and  Sept. 

Clear 

Newnham 

Test  baited  and  poisoned— 
March  and  September 

Satisfactory 

Longford  Disposal  Works 

Prebaited  and  poisoned — 

January,  July  & September 

Satisfactory 

Table  10. 


Refuse  Tip. 

Action  Taken 

Result 

Walham 

Prebaited  and  poisoned. 

Five  treatments 

Satisfactory 

Frampton-on-Severn 

Prebaited  and  poisoned. 

Four  treatments 

Satisfactory 

Frampton  No.  2 

Prebaited  and  poisoned — 

One  treatment 

Clear 

G.  G.  VIGGERS,  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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SCHOOLS. 


School  medical  inspections  of  which  your  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  does  23,  are  carried  out  yearly,  and  hygiene  and  other 
defects  are  reported  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Defects  are  mainly  in,  connection  with  latrine  and  washing 
facilities  and  are  difficult  to  remedy  in  the  more  rural  areas  where 
no  proper  sewage  disposal  facilities  are  available. 

Improvements  carried  out  in  1955 

(i)  Haresfield  School.  An  excellent  new  sanitary  annexe 

was  completed  in  July  1955.  It  consists  of  W.C.'s 
and  wash  basins  (h.  and  c.)  for  boys,  girls  and  staff. 
The  water  supply  is  from  the  Corporation  mains 
instead  of  from  a local  piped  supply,  and  sewage 
disposal  is  to  a small  Rural  District  Council  sewage 
plant  serving  adjacent  Council  houses.  A new 
canteen  and  dining/class  room  are  under  consider- 
ation. 

(ii)  Whitminster  School.  A very  good  new  sanitary  annexe 

was  completed  in  September  1955.  It  consists  of 
W.C.'s  and  wash  basins  for  boys,  girls  and  staff  and 
a new  canteen.  Sewage  disposal  is  to  an  adjacent 
Rural  District  Council  sewage  works. 

(iii)  Minsterworth  School.  The  conversion  of  bucket  latrines 

to  W.C.’s  is  still  under  consideration  as  the  cost 
is  very  considerable. 

(iv)  Highnam  School.  The  conversion  of  the  privies  to 

W.C.’s  is  under  consideration. 


WATER  SUPPLIES  AND  LATRINE  ACCOMMODATION 

IN  SCHOOLS. 

There  are  34  County  schools  in  the  District  (see  Table  21). 
They  all  have  main  water  supplies  compared  with  only  12  in  1938, 
and  20  have  W.C.'s  compared  with  only  11  in  1938. 

The  following  schools  still  have  old  fashioned  types  of  latrines  : 
Bucket  latrines  : 

Arlingham,  Ashleworth,  Brockworth  C.  of  E.,  Down 
Hatherley,  Elmore,  Frampton-on-Severn,  Hardwicke, 
Hempsted,  Minsterworth,  Norton,  Sandhurst,  Saul. 
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Privy  pit  latrines  : 

Highnam. 

Earth  closets  : 

Tirley. 

This  is  a total  of  14  being  a reduction  of  2 in  the  last  year. 


HOUSING,  1955. 


Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  : — 
By  the  Council  : 


Brockworth  (Parsonage  Farm) 

" Unity  ” Flats 

. . 4 

Churchdown  (The  Plocks) 

Traditional 

2 

(St.  Andrews  Green) 

Traditional  Flats 

. . 10 

Fretherne-with-Saul 

Traditional 

. . 8 

Hucclecote  (Hillview  Road)  . . 

“ Unity  ” 

. . 38 

Longlevens 

" Unity  ” 

. . 4 

By  Gloucestershire  County  Council  : 

Police  houses 

• • • • • • 

. . 2 

By  Gloucester  Corporation  : 

Upton  St.  Leonards 

• • • • • • 

. . 57 

By  Private  Enterprise 

• • • • • • 

..  424 

Total 

• • • • • • 

..  549 

Houses  under  construction  or  contracts 

let  : — 

Brockworth  (Pound  Farm) 

Traditional  Flats 

(Gregory) 

. . 24 

Hucclecote  (Hillview  Road)  . . 

“ Unity  ” 

. . 90 

“ Unity  ” Flats 

. . 12 

Quedgeley  

Traditional  Flats 

. . 26 

Total  . . . . . . . . . . . . 152 
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Houses  allocated  but  contracts  not  yet  let  : — 


Brockworth  (Pound  Farm)  . . 

Traditional 

3 

Eastington  (Alkerton) 

Traditional 

4 

Frampton-on-Severn  . . 

New  Tradition 

50 

(allocated  in  1954) 

Hucclecote  (Hillview  Road)  . . 

" Unity  ” 

18 

Traditional  Flats 

12 

Newnham-on-Severn  . . 

Traditional 

16 

Westbury-on-Severn 

Traditional 

8 

(Northwood  Green) 

Total 

• • ••  ••  • • 

111 

ate  Enterprise  houses  under 

construction  at  31st 

December,  1955 

• • ••  ••  • • 

366 

Gloucestershire  County  Council  police  houses  under  con- 
struction at  31st  December,  1955  . . . . . . . . 6 

Some  dwellings  are  being  erected  by  the  Air  Ministry, Quedgeley, 
but  the  number  cannot  be  ascertained. 


No  Council  houses  were  sold  to  tenants  during  1955  and  the 
Council  has  had  no  requisitioned  houses  since  1954. 

The  total  number  of  houses  owned  by  the  Council  at  31st 

December,  1955  1722 

(This  figure  includes  305  ex-M.A.P.  bungalows). 

For  particulars  of  ex-Service  camps  see  Table  7. 


HOUSING  PROGRESS  IN  1955. 

New  house  construction  has  again  been  very  satisfactory, 
with  a total  of  549  houses  ; of  which  424  were  built  by  private 
enterprise.  In  the  two  years,  1954  and  1955  a total  of  1,083  new 
houses  have  been  erected,  and  this  has  resulted  in  a reduction  in 
the  number  of  housing  applications  from  1,219  at  the  end  of  1954 
to  791  at  the  end  of  1955. 


HOUSING  REPAIRS  AND  RENTS  ACT,  1954. 

Part  I of  this  Act  requires  Local  Authorities  to  submit  proposals 
for  dealing  with  unfit  houses  in  their  Districts  considered  only  fit 
for  demolition  or  for  inclusion  in  clearance  areas. 

A total  of  290  houses  was  considered  to  come  in  these  cate- 
gories and  this  figure  was  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing 
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and  Local  Government  in  July  1955,  with  the  proposal  that  they  be 
demolished  during  a period  of  5 years.  Additions  or  amendments 
to  this  figure  can  be  made  to  the  Ministry  if  and  when  considered 
necessary,  but  it  makes  a start  in  the  Council's  first  5 year  pro- 
gramme. 

The  housing  ideal  in  a District  is  to  have  all  houses  satisfying 
Model  Byelaw  Standards,  and  even  when  the  Council  have  dealt 
with  the  above  290  houses,  there  will  still  be  another  batch  of  the 
worst  houses  in  the  District  to  be  dealt  with,  and  so  on,  for,  I am 
afraid,  a good  many  years. 


Statutory  Action  during  the  year  with  respect 
to  totally  unfit  houses. 

1.  Housing  Act,  1936,  Section  11—  Demolition  Orders. 

(a)  Number  of  demolition  orders  recommended  . . 8 

(b)  Number  of  demolition  orders  made  by  Council  . . 4 

(c)  Number  of  undertakings  accepted  not  to  use 

dwellings  for  human  habitation  . . . . . . 3 

(d)  Number  of  houses  on  which  a demolition  order  was 

operative  but  where  application  for  re-con- 
ditioning was  accepted  (Section  5,  Housing 
Repairs  and  Rents  Act)  . . . . . . . . 2 

(e)  Number  of  houses  demolished  as  a result  of  formal 

or  informal  action  . . . . . . . . 4 

2.  Housing  Act,  1936,  Section  25— Clearance  Areas. 

(a)  Number  of  houses  demolished  in  Clearance  or 

Compulsory  Purchase  Areas  . . . . . . — 

(b)  Clearance  Orders  made  during  the  year 

(c)  Clearance  Orders  under  consideration  . . — 

(d)  Compulsory  Purchase  Orders  made  during  the  year  — - 

(e)  Compulsory  Purchase  Orders  under  consideration 

3.  Local  Government  (Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act,  1953. 

(a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  . . . . . . 1 
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Overcrowding. 

No  accurate  figures  of  the  number  of  overcrowded  families 
are  available,  and  a survey  of  every  house  in  the  District  would 
be  necessary  to  obtain  them. 

The  following  figures  give  the  average  number  of  people  per 
house  in  the  last  3 years  : — 

1953  4.4  people  per  house 

1954  4.0  people  per  house 

1955  3.85  people  per  house 

These  figures  suggest  that  overcrowding  is  definitely  decreasing, 
and  that  new  housing  is  increasing  at  a relatively  greater  rate  than 
the  population. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

In  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  25/54  a request  was  made  that  the 
Public  Health  Department  includes  a detailed  report  on  food 
premises  in  the  District.  Table  11  gives  the  particulars  asked  for. 


Table  11. 


Type  of  Business 

Total 

Number 

No.  of 
Inspections 

Remarks 

Cafes  and  Canteens 

86 

246 

This  includes  school  canteens. 

Grocery  and 
Provision  shops 

74 

79 

This  includes  sweet  shops  and 
chemists. 

Ice  Cream  Vendors 

65 

68 

Registered  under  S.14  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1938.  All  Ice  Cream 
sold  in  the  district  is  pre-packed. 

Butchers  Shops 

13 

62 

Five  shops  registered  under  S.14 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 
Sausage  making. 

Fishmongers 

5 

7 

This  includes  fried  and  wet  fish. 

Bakehouses 

8 

24 

These,  with  a few  exceptions  are 
small,  and  fall  short  of  up-to-date 
hygiene  standards. 

Licensed  Premises 

61 

€9 

Considerable  improvements  have 
been  carried  out,  and  the  owners 
are  anxious  to  co-operate  with 
our  requirements. 

Dairies 

8 

38 

Registered  under  Milk  & Dairies 
Regulations,  1949. 

Wholesale  Premises 
(Food  Manufacture) 

1 

7 

Registered  under  S.14  Food  & 
Drugs  Act,  1938. 

Total 

321 

598 

22 


The  standard  of  food  premises  in  the  District  may  be  con- 
sidered on  the  whole  to  be  satisfactory. 

The  new  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  1955,  which  came  into 
force  1st  January,  1956,  will  increase  this  Council’s  powers  in 
connection  with  the  preparation,  storage  and  handling  of  food. 


KVSilk  Supplies. 

Very  considerable  amounts  of  milk  are  produced  in  the  District, 
and  there  are  between  400 — 500  dairy  farms.  Most  of  the  milk  is 
consumed  outside  the  District.  The  bulk  of  this  milk  is  either 
pasteurised  in  the  City  of  Gloucester  for  local  consumption  or 
processed  at  Messrs.  Cadbury’s  factory  at  Frampton-on-Severn. 

The  general  supervision  of  dairy  farm  premises  and  milk 
production  is  the  responsibility  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Food. 

The  Council  have  powers  under  Regulation  20  of  the  Milk  & 
Dairies  Regulations  1949,  with  regard  to  the  spread  of  infectious 
disease  by  milk.  No  action  was  necessary  during  the  year. 

The  Council  is  responsible  for  registration  and  licencing  as  shewn 
in  Tables  12  to  14. 

Tabla  12.  Issue  of  Licences  for  IVliik  Dealers. 


Classification  of  Milk 

Dealers'  Licences 

Supplementary  Licences 

Tuberculin  Tested  ... 

8 

9 

Pasteurised  ... 

2 

9 

Sterilised 



— 

Note. — Supplementary  licences  are  issued  to  dealers  who  distribute 
milk  from  premises  situated  outside  the  District. 


Table  13.  Retail  IVliik  Sampling. 

Results  of  Examination 

Nature  of  Test  Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory 


Coliform  or  plate  count  (cleanliness)  "]  All  milk  sold  in  the  District 
Methylene  blue  (keeping  quality)  [_  is  subject  to  sampling  by 

Biological  (presence  of  Tb.  etc.)  f this  department  and  the 

Phosphatase  (efficiency  of  pasteurisation)  J County  Health  Department 


Table  14.  IVliik  Registrations. 


Number  of  milk  distributors  registered  . . . . . . . . 24 

Number  of  dairy  premises  registered  (other  than  dairy  farms)  . . 9 
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Anthrax  Order,  1938. 

Four  suspected  cases  in  cattle  were  notified  but  fortunately 
none  were  confirmed. 

Foot  and  Mouth  disease. 

No  cases  were  notified  during  the  year. 


Swine  Fever  Order. 

No  cases  were  notified  during  the  year. 


Bakehouses. 

There  are  now  only  eight  bakehouses  in  the  District,  a reduction 
of  one  on  last  year. 

These  bakehouses  are  all  small  ones  and  one  cannot  regret 
their  being  closed. 

The  bakehouses  at  present  in  use  are 

Churchdown  1 Highnam  . . 1 Saul  . . 1 

Eastington  . . 1 Newnham  . . 1 Westbury  1 

Frampton  . . 1 Quedgeley  . . 1 

Hygiene  in  Food  Shops. 

Shopkeepers  are  provided  with  notices  requesting  customers 
not  to  bring  their  dogs  into  food  shops  and  they  have  also  been 
circularised  with  a leaflet  giving  the  requirements  of  the  new  Food 
Hygiene  Regulations  1955. 

Slaughtering  of  Home-Fattened  Pigs. 

Eleven  carcases  were  inspected  at  the  request  of  the  owners 
and  all  were  satisfactory. 
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MEAT. 


FOOD  & DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (MEAT)  REGULATIONS  1924-52. 

Slaughterhouses. 

The  following  slaughterhouses  were  in  use  in  1955  : — 

Churchdown,  Chapel  Hay.  Longford,  Field  Farm. 

Eastington,  Alkerton  Place.  Longford,  The  Lawn. 

Down  Hatherley,  Minsterworth,  The  Flatt. 

Fowlers  Farm.  Newnham-on-Severn,  High  Street. 

Fretherne-with-Saul,  Saul  Farm.  Whaddon,  Yew  Tree  Farm. 
Haresheld,  Upper  Green  Farm. 

The  slaughterhouse  at  Field  Farm,  Longford,  was  opened 
by  Messrs.  Dewhursts  in  May,  1955.  It  is  a very  excellent  con- 
version of  an  old  Isolation  Hospital  and  it  is  the  biggest  and  the 
busiest  in  the  District. 

The  Council  have  sanctioned,  with  the  consent  of  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food,  a new  slaughterhouse  at  Brick 
House  Farm,  Whaddon,  which  should  be  completed  early  in  1956. 

Inspection  of  carcases  slaughtered  is  carried  out  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspectors  and,  as  will  be  seen  from  Table  15  involves 
a very  considerable  amount  of  work  7 days  a week.  The  total 
number  of  carcases  inspected  was  10,748  compared  with  4,092 
in  the  last  6 months  of  1954.  (Local  slaughterhouses  were  not 
in  use  after  1939  until  the  de-control  of  meat  in  July,  1954).  It  is 
very  satisfactory  to  note  that  100%  of  carcases  slaughtered  were 
inspected,  and  in  my  opinion  this  is  of  great  credit  to  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors. 


Transport  and  Handling  of  Meat. 

No  complaints  were  received,  and  the  standards  may  be 
considered  satisfactory. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Acts  1933-1954. 

43  slaughtermen  are  licenced  in  the  District. 
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Table  15.  Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part. 


Cattle 

Sheep 

Exclu- 

ding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

& 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Goats 

Horses 

Total 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

2189 

632 

161 

6255 

1511 

1 

10748 

Number  inspected 

All  diseases  except  Tuber- 
culosis and  Cysticerci 

2189 

632 

161 

6255 

1511 

1 

~ 

10748 

Whole  carcases  condemned 
Carcases  of  which  some  part 

2 

1 

3 

4 

2 

— 

— 

12 

or  organ  was  condemned 
Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber- 

356 

184 

1 

140 

23 

715 

culosis  and  cysticerci 
Tuberculosis  only  : 

16-35% 

29-27% 

2-48% 

2-302% 

1 -65% 

— 

— 

6-76% 

Whole  carcases  condemned 
Carcases  of  which  some  part 

3 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

or  organ  was  condemned 
Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 

89 

81 

33 

' 

203 

tuberculosis 

Cysticercosis  : 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

4-2% 

13-13% 

2-18% 

1 -93% 

or  organ  was  condemned 
Carcases  submitted  to  treat- 

11 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

11 

ment  by  refrigeration 
Generalised  and  totally 

11 

— 

- — - 

— 

— 

— 

11 

condemned 

' 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  weight  of  meat  or  organs  condemned  for  : — - 

(i)  All  diseases  except  tuberculosis  and  cysticerci  ...  6^  tons. 

(ii)  Tuberculosis  tons. 

(iii)  Cysticercosis  190  lbs. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 

Condemnation  of  Foodstuffs. 

This  Department  is  notified  when  shops,  canteens  and 
individuals  suspect  that  articles  of  food  are  unfit  for  human  con- 
sumption. Table  16  shows  the  articles  of  food  condemned  during 
the  year. 
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Table  16. 


Article 

Non- Preserved 
lbs. 

Preserved,  tinned,  etc. 
lbs. 

Meat 



62 

Eggs  

— 

— 

Flour  and  Cereals 

— 

— 

Jam  and  Fruit 

— 

15 

Vegetables 

— 

— 

Totals 

— lbs. 

77  lbs. 

The  above  Table  does  not  include  meat  condemned  at  slaughter- 
houses which  is  shewn  in  Table  15. 

The  small  amount  of  food  needing  condemnation  is  far  the 
lowest  figure  since  the  War.  This  is  probably  partly  due  to  the 
better  quality  of  food  generally  and  partly  due  to  the  fact  that  the 
retailer  now  has  to  woo  the  customer,  and  the  wholesaler  has  to 
woo  the  retailer,  with  the  result  that  if  there  is  any  doubt  about  a 
food’s  quality,  the  retailer  sends  it  back  to  the  wholesaler. 

Ice  Cream. 

No  ice  cream  is  manufactured  in  the  District,  but  is  purchased 
pre-packed  from  wholesalers.  There  are  65  licenced  retailers,  an 
increase  of  4 on  last  year.  Premises  are  inspected  and  no  com- 
plaints were  received. 


Adulteration. 

The  relevant  sections  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  are 
administered  by  the  County  Council. 
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Administration  of  the  Factories  Acts,  1937  and  1948 


Table  17. 

1.  Inspections  for  the  purpose  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Premises 

No.  of 
premises 
in 

Register 

No.  of 

In- 

spections 

No.  of 
Written 
Notices 

No.  of 
Occupiers 
Prose- 
cuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Secs.  1,  2,  3,  4,  and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

24 

46 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Sec.  7 
is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority. 

97 

159 

3 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 
which  Sec.  7 is  en- 
forced by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding 
out-workers). 

31 

61 

Total 

152 

266 

4 

— 

Table  18. 

2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  where  defects 

were  found 

No.  of 
Cases  in 
which 
Prose- 
cutions 
were  in- 
stituted 

Found 

Reme- 

died 

Referred 

to 

H.M.I. 

by 

H.M.I. 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

1 

1 





Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

• 

Unreasonable  Temp  (S.3) 

— 

— - 

— • 

— 

— 

Inadequate  Vent.  (S.4) 
Ineffective  drainage  of 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

floors  (S.6) 

Latrines  (S.7) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(a)  insufficient 

2 

9 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  unsuitable  or  defective 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes 
Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  includ- 

Homework). 

1 

■ 

— 

1 

Total 

5 

4 

- — 

2 
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Table  19.  Outwork  (Sections  110  and  111). 


Nature  of 
work 

Section  1 

10 

Se 

ction  111 

f 

No.  out- 
workers 
in  Aug. 
list  as 
req’d. 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in 

sending 

lists 

No.  prose- 
cutions for 
failure  to 
supply 
lists 

Cases  of 
work  in 
Unwhole- 
some 
premises 

Notices 

Served 

Prose- 

cutions 

Wearing 

Apparel 

(making) 

Total 

5 

5 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

— — 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

Tables  24 — 26  shew  the  incidence  of  notifiable  infectious 
disease  by  Parishes  and  age  groups. 

Diphtheria. 


The  following  table  shews  the  number  of  children  immunised 
by  the  County  Staff  and  General  Practitioners  in  1955. 

Table  20. 


Primary  immunisation 

Maintenance  immunisations 

(usually  during  infancy) 

(usually  during  school  life) 

Total 

498 

974 

1472 

Diphtheria  is  now,  thanks  to  immunisation,  which  this  Council 
started  in  their  area  in  1937,  almost  a disease  of  the  past.  In 
1936  there  were  57,796  cases  in  England  and  Wales  whereas  in 
1955  there  were  only  161. 

As  all  cases  of  diphtheria  need  hospital  treatment  the  great 
financial  saving  to  the  Country  is  very  obvious,  and  this  is  apart 
from  the  saving  of  life  where  the  deaths  have  dropped  from  over 
3,000  in  1936  to  11  in  1955. 

It  is  not  yet  the  time  to  reduce  our  efforts  towards  mass 
immunisation  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  there  has  been  no  case  of 
diphtheria  in  the  District  since  1951. 
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Whooping  Cough. 

In  1955  the  County  Council  adopted  an  official  scheme  for  the 
immunisation  of  infants  against  Whooping  Cough. 

Small  Pox  and  Typhoid. 

There  were  no  small-pox  or  typhoid  contacts  notified  during 
the  year. 

j 

Infantile  Paralysis  (Acute  polio-myelitis). 

Only  four  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  of  which  3 
had  paralysis,  one  badly. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  is  issuing  an  anti-polio  vaccine  to 
Local  Health  Authorities  in  1956. 

Food  Poisoning. 

No  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified  during  the  year. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  IN  SCHOOLS. 

Table  21  shows  the  incidence  of  infectious  disease  according 
to  weekly  returns  submitted  during  term  time  by  Head-teachers. 

The  figures  cannot  be  considered  absolutely  accurate  as  many 
cases  are  reported  on  hearsay.  The  table  is  of  interest  as  it  shows 
the  incidence  of  chicken  pox  and  mumps  which  are  not  notified  by 
General  Practitioners. 
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Table  21 


School 

Average  No. 

on  Register 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Measles 

Whooping 

Cough 

Chicken 

Pox 

Mumps 

’Flu 

Arlingham 

31 







1 





Ashleworth  . . 

20 

— 

6 

— 

— 

1 



Barnwood 

224 

1 

17 

• 

1 

50 

— 

Brockworth  C.E. 

21 

— 

5 

1 

9 

16 

— 

Brockworth  County 
Churchdown 

657 

1 

55 

11 

22 

56 

5 

Parton  Road 

295 

2 

2 

5 

3 

9 

— 

Churchdown  Village 

392 

9 

6 

10 
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— 

Churchdown  Sec.  Mod. 

257 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Down  Hatherley 

44 

- — - 

— 

- — - 

— 

4 

— 

Eastington 

131 

— • 

1 

27 

— ■ 

1 

— 

Elmore 

35 

— 

1 

— 

— 

■ 



Frampton-on-Severn 

93 

— 

1 

• — 

17 

— 

— 

Hardwicke  . . 

85 

— 

— 

1 

2 



— 

Haresheld 

69 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

3 

Hempsted 

47 

— - 

11 

■ — 

— • 

1 

Highnam 

38 

— 

— 

— 

— 



— 

Hucclecote 

207 

— 

23 

11 

11 

77 

— 

Longlevens  junior 

653 

2 

2 

14 

1 

90 

32 

Longlevens  Sec.  Mod. 

586 

— 

— 

- — 

- — - 

— 

— 

Longney 

41 

— 

— 

— 

- — - 

12 

9 

Maisemore 

35 

— 

8 

— 

— 

1 

24 

Minsterworth 

47 

2 

25 

— 

— 

7 

— 

Newnham 

153 

6 

— 



— 

64 



Norton 

22 

— 

1 

1 

— 

9 

1 

Quedgeley 

349 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

5 

— 

Sandhurst 

56 

- — - 

— 

— 

■ — 

— 

1 

Saul 

78 

— 

2 

• 

1 

— 

— 

Standish 

11 

• 

— 

7 





2 

Tirley 

48 

— 

20 

— 

• — ■ 

— 

— 

Twigworth 

70 

• — - 

3 

— 

- — 

— 

5 

Upton  St.  Leonards 

75 

■ — - 

— 

■ 

8 

5 

— 

Walmore  Hill 

61 

1 

15 

9 

— 

18 

17 

Westbury-on-Severn 

61 

— 

17 

• — - 

— 

1 

— 

Whitminster 

43 

• — - 

4 

- — 

4 

— 

■ — - 

Total 

5035 

24 

225 

97 

80 

458 

100 
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In  accordance  with  the  recommendation  of  the  Joint  Memoran- 
dum issued  by  the  Ministries  of  Health  and  Education,  it  was  not 
considered  necessary  to  close  any  schools  because  of  Infectious 
Disease. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

Tuberculosis  has  become  a much  less  serious  disease  in  the 
last  few  decades,  and  is  now  not  the  important  cause  of  death 
that  it  used  to  be.  Owing  to  modern  medical  and  surgical  treatment, 
fewer  people  die  of  tuberculosis,  but  this  means  that  more  survive 
and  are  under  treatment,  and  for  some  years  may  not  be  able  to 
lead  a normal  life. 

Tuberculosis  is  now  like  other  infectious  diseases,  and  is 
notifiable  weekly  to  the  Registrar  General  while  the  responsibility 
for  keeping  a correct  register  of  cases  has  devolved  on  to  Regional 
Hospital  Boards.  However,  it  is  still  necessary  for  the  Local 
Authority  to  keep  a register,  from  the  aspects  of  housing,  food 
production  and  after-care  help. 

In  view  of  the  above,  it  has  been  possible  to  simplify  and 
make  more  interesting  the  following  tables  on  tuberculosis. 


Table  22.  New,  in  Transfer  cases,  Deaths  and  Number  remaining  on  the 

Register  on  31st  December,  1955. 


Respi 

ratory 

Men 
& C. 

inges 

N.S. 

Oth( 

fori 

jr 

ms 

Total 

New  Cases 

In-Transfer  Cases  ... 

Deaths 

On  Register  31.12.55 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

12 

22 

• — 

• — 

2 

2 

38 

16 

18 

— 

— 

1 

2 

37 

2 

1 

— 

■ — • 

- — • 

— • 

3 

122 

127 

• — 

1 

11 

13 

274 

32 


Table  23.  This  Table  shews  the  new  cases,  in-transfers  and  deaths  for 

Tuberculosis,  for  the  past  19  years. 


Year 

Pop. 

of 

District 

New  & 
I.T. 
Cases 

Per 

1000 

Pop. 

Deaths 

Per 

1000 

Pop. 

Number 

on 

Register 

Per 

1000 

Pop. 

1937 

22,840 

24 

1-0 

10 

0-43 

129 

5-7 

1938 

23,130 

31 

1-3 

19 

0-82 

130 

5-6 

1939 

1940 

No  An 

nual  Re 

port  fig 

ures  ava 

ilable 

1941 

1942 

32,100 

98 

3-0 

25 

0-79 

224 

6-9 

1943 

32,130 

58 

1-8 

22 

0-69 

276 

8-5 

1944 

32,210 

74 

2-3 

25 

0-78 

313 

9-7 

1945 

31,480 

53 

1-7 

11 

0-35 

203 

6-5 

1946 

31,550 

53 

1-7 

17 

0-54 

176 

5-6 

1947 

31,960 

63 

1-9 

15 

0-45 

205 

6-4 

1948 

33,540 

54 

1-6 

21 

0-62 

201 

6-0 

1949 

36,350 

65 

1-8 

16 

0-48 

205 

5-6 

1950 

35,640 

52 

1-5 

11 

0-39 

207 

5-7 

1951 

37,360 

64 

1-7 

17 

0-45 

212 

5-7 

1952 

38,370 

70 

1-8 

6 

0-15 

243 

6-3 

1953 

37,430 

51 

1-3 

8 

0-21 

220 

5-8 

1954 

39,140 

65 

1-6 

8 

0-20 

235 

6-0 

1955 

40,490 

75 

1-8 

3 

0-07 

274 

6-8 

The  death  rate  in  England  and  Wales  in  1955  from  tuberculosis  was 
0T46  per  1,000  population. 


It  will  be  seen  from  Table  23  that  the  rate  for  new  and  in- 
transfer cases  and  the  rate  for  the  number  of  cases  in  the  District 
have  changed  very  little  in  the  last  10  years.  However,  the  death 
rate  shews  an  exceedingly  satisfactory  and  fairly  steady  reduction 
since  1938  when  the  death  rate  was  almost  twelve  times  what  it  was 
in  1955.  This  Table  also  shews  how  the  population  has  increased 
since  1937. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  (PREVENTION  OF  TUBERCULOSIS) 

REGULATIONS,  1925. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936  (SECTION  172) 

No  action  was  necessary  under  the  above  Regulations  and  Act. 
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Re-housing  of  Tuberculosis  cases. 


As  good  housing  is  one  of  the  essentials  in  the  care  and  pre- 
vention of  tuberculosis,  cases  where  this  is  unsatisfactory  are 
reported  to  the  Tenants  Selection  Sub-Committee. 

This  Committee  is  most  helpful  and  at  31st  December,  1955, 
out  of  274  cases  of  tuberculosis  in  the  District,  82  were  living  in 
Council  houses.  This  is  an  increase  of  28  on  1954. 


Tuberculosis  After-Care. 


A Joint  Committee  serves  this  District,  the  Borough  of 
Tewkesbury  and  the  Rural  District  of  Newent.  Except  for  a grant 
from  the  County  Council  for  stationery,  postage,  etc.,  it  is  entirely 
dependent  on  voluntary  contributions,  and  every  penny  goes  to 
assist  tuberculosis  cases.  It  serves  a very  useful  purpose  and  so 
far,  no  deserving  case  has  been  refused  help. 


Cancer. 


The  following  mortality  figures  are  of  interest  and  shew  how 
very  low  the  death  rate  from  cancer  is  in  this  District  compared 
with  England  and  Wales. 

Death  rates  from  Cancer  per  1 ,000  Population  : 


Cancer  of  Lung  etc. 
Other  Cancer 


England  and  Wales 
M F 

0- 69  0*1 

1- 56  P77 


Glos.  R.D. 

M F 

0-22  0-02 

0-54  0-91 
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Table  25.  Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases  by  Parishes. 

(Southern  Area) 


CO  t>»  i~ < r-H  • 0")  * • * • • * * T— ( 00  • • • • • 

CO 

<M  'ft1  • 
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Table  25.  Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases  by  Parishes. 

(Northern  Area). 


Table  26.  Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases  in  1955  by  Age  Groups. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  THE  DISTRICT  IN  1955. 


Table  27  gives  the  causes  of  death  in  the  District  in  accordance 
with  the  abbreviated  list  of  36  groups  of  the  World  Health  Organ- 
isation Nomenclature  Regulations,  1948. 


Table  27. 


Causes  of  Death 

Male 

Female 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

3 

1 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other 



. 

3. 

Syphilitic  disease 

— 

— 

4. 

Diphtheria 

— — 

5. 

Whooping  cough 

— 

6. 

Meningococcal  infections 

— 

7. 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

— 

8. 

Measles  ... 

— 



9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 



— 

10.* 

(Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

3 

2 

11. 

( ,,  ,,  lung,  bronchus 

9 

1 

12. 

( ,,  ,,  breast  ... 

— 

8 

13. 

( ,,  ,,  uterus  ... 



1 

14. 

(Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

19 

26 

15. 

(Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

— 

16. 

Diabetes 

1 

2 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

47 

42 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

34 

15 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

6 

5 

20. 

Other  heart  disease 

79 

138 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease 

6 

11 

22. 

Influenza 

2 

6 

23. 

Pneumonia 

22 

20 

24. 

Bronchitis 

15 

8 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

2 

2 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

4 

1 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

1 

— 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

3 

2 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

1 

— 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

1 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

1 

2 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

22 

19 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

7 

3 

34. 

All  other  accidents 

5 

5 

35. 

Suicide 

3 

6 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

Total 

295 

327 

Explanatory  Note. 

* Neoplasm  = Cancer. 
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